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A Mr. Big operation begins with undercover officers luring their suspect into a fictitious criminal”
organization of their own making. Over the next several weeks or months, the suspect is
befriended by the undercover officers. He is shown that working with the organization provides a
pathway to financial rewards and close friendships. There is only one catch. The crime boss -
known colloquially as “Mr. Big” - must approve the suspect’s membership in the criminal
.organization

The operation culminates with an interview-like meeting between the suspect and Mr. Big. During
the interview, Mr. Big brings up the crime the police are investigating and questions the suspect
about it. Denials of guilt are dismissed, and Mr. Big presses the suspect for a confession. As Mr.
Big’s questioning continues, it becomes clear to the suspect that by confessing to the crime, the
big prize - acceptance into the organization - awaits. If the suspect does confess, the fiction soon
.(unravels and the suspect is arrested and charged" (R. v. Hart, 2014 SCC 52, para. 1-2
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