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NN XNixn7 N1 .Overarching Principles: Domestic Violence - Definitive Guideline

4.3 - 4.1 poyoa .www.sentencingcouncil.judiciary.gov.uk nxymn nxa nrninn
N771> MmN 7" nrrnan?y

Wishes of the victim and effect of the sentence "

As a matter of general principle, a sentence imposed for an

4.1

offence of violence should be determined by the seriousness of the
.offence, not by the expressed wishes of the victim

There are a number of reasons why it may be particularly
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important that this principle is observed in a case of domestic
:violence

it is undesirable that a victim should feel a responsibility for the *
;sentence imposed

there is a risk that a plea for mercy made by a victim will be *
;induced by threats made by, or by a fear of, the offender

the risk of such threats will be increased it is generally believed *
that the severity of the sentence may be affected by the wishes of
.the victim

Nonetheless, there may be circumstances in which the court 4.3
can properly mitigate a sentence to give effect to the expressed wish
of the victim that the relationship be permitted to continue. The court
must, however, be confident that such a wish is genuine, and
that giving effect to it will not expose the victim to a real risk
of further violence. Critical conditions are likely to be the
seriousness of the offence and the history of the relationship. It is
vitally important that the court has up-to-date information in a pre-
".sentence report and victim personal statement
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